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INTRODUCTION

With humility and in the spirit of cémmitment to the living

ressage of the prophets of Israel, let us consider the grave

problems that confront us all as the children of Gods

Poth Judalsm and Christianity share the prophets! belief
that Ccd chooses agents through whom His will is made known and
Hils work done throughout history. 3BSoth Judeism and Christianity
live in the certainty thet mankind is in neod of ultimate ro-
demption, that God is involved in human history, that in relations
betwoen maen and man Cod is at steke; that the humilistion of m=n
is a dlsgrace of God; that the infamy of s wicked act is infinltely
greater than we are able to imagine,

He who oppresces a poor rman insults his Haker,
He who is kind to the needy honors Him,

Proverbs 14:31; see 17:5

The universe 1s done. Ihe greater masterplece still undone,
still in the process of being orcated, is history. For accomplishe-
ing Hls grand deslign, God necds the help of man. Xan is and has
the instrument of God which he may or may not use in consonance
with the grand design. Life is clay, and righteousnsss the
mould in which God wants history to te shapede Eut human belngs,
instsad of fashloning the clay, deform the shapes

God calls for merecy and righteousness; this demand of His
cannot be satisfied only in the temples, in space, but in hilstory,
in time. 1t is within the realm of history that man has to carry

out God's mission,
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Ve and the prophots employ diffcrent standards. To us the
morel state of soclety for all its stains and spots; seems falr
and trim, while to the prophets 1t is dreadful. So many deeds
of charity are done, so much decency emanates day and night; to
ths propnet setiety of the consclence is callousness and flight
from responsibility. Our standards sre modest, our sense of
Injustice tolerable, timid, our moral indignation impermanent,
vet human violence 1s interminable, unbearable, permanent.

To us life is often ccreone, in the provhet's eye the world reels
in confusion. The prophet makes no concesslion to man's frallty.
Exhibiting little underatanding for human weakness, he goems
unable to extenuate the culpebility of man. We and the prophets
do not have the zame quality of sensibllity in comnon,

Who coulé bear living in a state of disgust day and night?
The consclence bullds its confines, it is also subject to fatligue,
ionging for some comfort. Yot those who are hurt, and He Who
inhabits eternity, noither slumber nor sleop.

The prophet is sleepless and grave. The frankinconse of
some decds of cherity fails to fumigate the crueltiss. Perhaps
the prophet know more about the secret obscenldy of sheor unfairness,
about the unnotliced malignancy of established patterns of in-
difference, than most of us ocare to know, a knowledge whlch he

does not ascribse to his own intelligence or power of cbszervation,
o
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The prophstls ear is directed %o Cod, hie soul iz over~
wholmed Ly Hls word. et the prophet's eye 1ls directed to the
human scene; soclety and i1ts conduct are the main theme of hls
specches. He 1s "an assayer and tester”™ of the peoplels ways
(Joremioh 6:27). This 1is the outstanding characterictic of
the prophete: openness to the historic situation, to the divine

call and 1ts demands. In thelr eyos the human gituction mey be

a divine emergencye.

TE4 SINPUINESS OF BATHED
It is such a situation that we fuce today when the survival

of manklind, lncluding its sacred legacy, is in balancs. One wave
of hatred, prejudice or contempt way begin im its walte the de=-
struction of &ll mankind, 1t is Cherelore of extreome impertance
that the slafulness of thougats of suspicion and hatred and pare

feularly the sinfulnesc of any <ontewpbtuous utterance, howsver
fiippantly 1t 1s moant, be mude clear to all mankind, Thils
applies in particular to. such thoughts and utterances about ine-
dividuals or groups of other religlons, races and nations. Speech
hos power and few men realizs that words do not fade, What starts
out as a sound ends in & deed.

PROPOSALS FOR IMPRCVINC CATHCLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS

The following proposals are offered in the sincere heope of

improving mutually fruitful rolations between ths Roman Catholilc

Church and the Jewlsh commuaity. They are- also motivatod by the
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scually sincere conviction that the Cauwrch's vigorous repudietion
of anti-Semitlsn - forthrightly expressed 1n various Papal state-
monts and other Cathollce writings - must be accompanicd by an
suthoritative clarification of roligious tecachings which lend
themsolves to anti-Jewish interpretations snd which have been
{requently abused UO support antl-Semitic ideology and activity{
Anti-Semitism is an gncient and compiex evil, which cannot:
ve ascribed to & single cause. Hor can responsiblility for its
perpetuation be irvested in one particular institution. Yet,

in response to the prophetic call for justice, and out of re-

n

pect Ifor the 81X million innocent martyred, wo must ask that
e institut tons - poliltical, civic,and religious - exanine,
end uproot posslible sources of anti-Semitism in thcmse%ves;
end we must confront gach of tho sCUrces, including ~nvidlous
roligicus teachings. Foremost among these 1o the slanderous
cleim that "the Jews" are collecctively responsible for the
Crucifixion of Jesus, thal becauso of this the Jews are accursed
and condemuned to suffer dispersion and deprivatlon throughout the
ages. <This charge has been used by enti-Semites for centurilcs,
to justify the most cruel and inhumesn treatment of Jews; it has
oven been advenced to justify the fate of six million Jeus
during the Nazl holocaus e

Eecause we recognlze that the Eomen Catholic Churca ro-
presents & rock of soliderity, belief, end morallty in the world

where so many values in the moral, ethical, and religious spherss



heve Toundercd, we ask the Church's asslstance in puttiag B

end to such slanderous religiouc teachings, and in thus assuring
thet anti-Somités can claim no senction in Catholic religlous
teachingse.

Ve are conscious that the formulerics used in the subsequent
proposals may need further amplification and doevelopmant as re-
garés the detalled exocution of whatever is édeclded upon, and we
will be heppy to continue our discussion for the purpose of
grecter clarification.

FIRET PROPOSAL

There has never been an age which has witnessed so much guilt

and dlistress, agony and terror.

o

£ no time has the earth been
g0 soaked with blood; at no time has maen been less sonsitive to
Gods

A mge ol supreme angulsh and extrems horrcr calls for words
ol supreme spiritual graudeur, Ifor actions the moral force of
which will purify the lives oI many generations to comec,.

The forthcoming Bcumenical Council, which has glready evoked
the sympatheti¢ interest of the entire world comumuniiy, provides
an exceptional opportunity for the Church to exert its moral
influence by realfirming its opposition to poersecution and bigotry,
end its condemnation of the gin of sntli-Semitism. Ve would hops
that ths Lcumenical Council will issus a strong declaration
stressing the grave nature of the sin of antl-Semlfism as in-

coumpativle with Catholicism andé, in general, with all morality.
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We recognize, howover, that a condemnation of violsnt bigotry
w.ll not ceal with one of tho most profound and pervasive roots
of the problim, that the urgent duty of fighting against the
hatred that has trought upon the Jowlsh people unparalleled
Lorror throughout the eges requires a reojoction of false religious
teachings:®

Therefore, we consider it a matter of supreme urgency for
the Deumenical Councll to reject snd to condemn those who assert
thet the Jews as a pecople are responsible for the Crucifixion
of Christ, that because of this, the Jewa are accursed and con-
demncd to sufl'er dispersion and deprivation throughout the ages;
end vo ceclare that calling e Jew Chrigv-killer is a grave sine.

Tuls condemnatlon should be dissocwminated widely under the
highest authority of the ncoman Catholie Church to all who are
charged with the preaching and teaching mission of the Church
and to all who are respongible for the spiritual guldancse of
the faithful,

Such a request seems to us consonant with Cathollc doctrine
23 we understand it. Lt is our understanding that the Church
holds the sins of &ll mankind responsible for the death of Jesus;
and teachog that he foreordained hls own death in keeping with
the Chwrch's doctrine of God's redemptive plan,

*4ith gracicus encouragement of Vatican authoritics, the American
Jewish Coummittec subnmltted two mennoranda, "Ths Imaze of the Jew
in Catholic Teaching" (June 22, 1961), and "Anti-Jewish Elements
in Catholic Liturgy” (Hovemter 17, 19%1). In thoses documsats,
attention was drawn to sources of misunderstanding and hostility
in Catholic textbooks and liturgy and it was requested tnat the
Church sesk appropriate measures to eliminate these possible
bases of religious prejudice.



-7-
SECOKD PROPOSAL
-'“—"-%-‘_______‘_‘

Az St, Thomasg gald over 6409 Jeors sgo, no man or group of
en can be hindereqd in worﬂa.ur&h; Cod in the way in which they
consciously, Treely, and in Virtug o the lighe o» tholr cone
Scisrnce choose %o worghip Him, Provided that it isg obvioug

y

thie nethod of worsnipping God 1s no: anti-

-

~finan op arntl-socigl,

Whils we wouléd not impinge upon the rights of &Ny religioug
group to seék'&dharents through FCrsuasion, we cennot but reel
distresseq Chat in the eyes of ths Church the holiness or the
éxlistence or the Jews gq usws, in their loyalty to ths Torah,
is not acknowledged. 1rbuh Ut ths ¢enturies oyur People have
Paid such g high price in °Lfigrinr and martyrdom lop prcserving
the Covenans 8nc the lepqgcr ol holin 88 in lailtp and devotion,

o J

To this day our Péople lsbop duvo+oa&y and with commitment to

educsatg theirp chilcéren i, the ways or the Toran, !Eenuine love

Thug, it 1s our Sinceres kope that the Ecumenical Council
would acxnowledne the inte”“it" 22d permanent Preciousnegg of

Jews angd Jaaaism
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FHIRD PROPOEAT

Tre I&blical imperative includes more than the exerclse
of justice. More than doing, it apks for love; decper than
Jjustice, it refers to good and evil, "seek good and not eviles.

gh justice in the gate"

[ Sad

Hote ovil ané love good and establ
(Amos 5:1ha.lSa)e
"It has been told you, O men, what ia good, and what does

the Lord require of yow but to do justiecs, and 3o love kindnegs

(hesed), and to walk humbly with your Cod" (Micah 6:8) - doing

justice 23 well as loving kindressi. The prophcts tried to exclite
ferver, to make heged an objsct of love,

what the Lord requlires of men is more than doing one's task,
fulfiliing one's duty, Tc love implios an insatiable thirst,
o passionate craving. To Zove means to transfer the ccnter of
ons's inner 1lire from the cpo to the cbject of one's love,

However, we do not love him who is unknown. Knowledgo and
charity sre interrelated.

Ignorance breeds suspicion, just as false knowledge goncrates

dlstorsion. In our epe, few Catholic priests and laymen Dossess

fo

adequate information about Jewlsn 1ifc and the spiritual and
moral dinonsion of Jewish existence in the last two thougand
years. Lt would be important ©o azsert in 2 conciliar gstatencnt
the nced on the part of Cathollca to seek nmutual underctanding

of Jews and tholr tradition. Thiz would imply a progrem that

would sock to elimineste atusive and derogatory stercotypes avout
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Jows and Judalsm, e.ge. the supposed contrasi in the field of law

retween the narsh Jewlsh enlorcement of the lex talionlg and

the Cod of Wrath of the Hebrew EBible and God of Love of treo Gospelse.
It would help to counberact the misconceptlon of the perlod
Yotweon ths rotuwrn from the Babylonian oxils and whe begimings

1

of Christianity asz one of continuous decline; to call attontioh
o the great spiritusl, morel, and intellcetual vitallty of the
Jeulsh poople during the lect 2500 yoars, the teaching, worship
and observenco; to dlssenminate positlve informatllon atout Jecws
and Judaism; to promote mutual understandlng and a greater rutual
comprehonsion of the lesues tebtween us and alzo of the richness
of sach other's heritage.

From the other aide, toere 1s substantlal dignorance among
‘aws &s Lo the true releticnship botwesn Jewlsh commupitles
and the Cawrch throughout histeory. Some Jews sec the Churchls
record rogerding the Jewlsh people as one of uarelleved antagonism
and hostility; they know atovt tas yellow slar and the ghetto,
tut not ebout the many Papel declarctlons condemnlag antl-Jewlsh
violence and the efforts of Church authorities to protect Jewse
Thus, more knowledge end exchunge of Informetion ls neceded on
two levele} knowledge ené understanding atout Judalsm as a vital
religlon; and honest, unapologetlc viewlng of Catholig~-Jdewish
rolations 1n past ané prosent. For these purposes, it could
become a source of great blessing 1f:

1., A "forua" be establlshed with the support and

approvel of the Church in which knowledge about Judalsn would

be made avallable to Catholle priests and theologlanse Tarough
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such a forum problems of great impertance could be discussed,
views exchanged and Issues dellberated by Jewish and Chrilstian
scholars.
2. Research projocts and publicatlions arranged jolntly
ty Catholice and Jewish scholars.
3« & declaration should be issued realfirming eariier‘
Pepal and Vatlesn pronouncenents encouraging cooperation anmong
religicuz groups 1In civie affagirs toc promote tho common good
(1.e., neighborhocd improvement, works of charity, combatting
Juvenlle delinguency, group antagonisma, ste.) IFortunately,
such cooporation alrsaedy goes ocu in many parts of the world,
Ir. scize placss however, It is diificult to engage Catholiscs in
even tnhe most worthy c¢ivic cooperetion projects, because of
he resistance of local oecclesicstical authority. We believe
ttat worklng togother at un objective work for love of fellow
ran would in itsell &dd considerably and declsively to the
purificetion ¢f the souls and the creation of a climate of

mutual resrecte
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FOURTH PrOPOSAL

The prophets! preoccupation with Justice and righteousness

has 1ts roots in a powerful auasreness of injustice, a sense
for the monstrosity of injustlce. lMoralists of all ages have
been eloguent in singing the praises of virtue. The distinction
of the prophets was in their remorseless unvelling of injustice
and opprescion, in thelr comprehension of soclal, political
and religlous evils,

Justice 1s precious, injustice exceedingly common. One
of the troubles seems to te that we have delegated the concern
for justice to the judgoes, as if justlce were a matter for a
few speclalists. The prophets insist that Justice must be the
supreme and active concern of every man. It was not to the
judges but to every membor of the people that the words of the
Lord are directed: "Seek justice, correct oppresslon, defend
the fatherless, plead for the widow."

There 1s an evil which most of us condone and are even

gullty of: 4indifference to evil. We remain neutral, impartial,

and not easily moved by the wrongs done unto other people.
Indifference to evil is more insidious than evil 1tself; 1t 1s
rore universal, more contagious, more dangerous., A silent
justification, it makes possible an evil erupting as an exception
becoming the rule and belng in turn accepted.

The knowledge of evil 1s something which the first man
acquired; 1t was not something that the prophets had to discover,



The great contribution to humonity was their discovery of ths

evil of Indiffercnce. Ong ray be decent and sinistor, plous end

ginful. I au my brother's kecsper. The prophoet 1s & person who
suffers the herms done unto others. Wherever a crime is con-
wltted, 1t is as If the prophet were the vietim and the prey.

Above all the prophet's word i1s a call to repentances
"Wash yoursclves, malte yoursclves clcan' (Isalsh 1:17). Such
clecnsing rust e an ongolng process. As long as there ig
hatred in one heart, or pre judice disseminated in onc public
utterance, textbook, or journal, tters 1s an cverriding urgency
to ery out a2gainst 1it.

Jews hnave recognired and recognlze willingly end gratefully
the sacrificial work done in the past by members of the Catholie
communlvy, cotin clergy and lay, in behalf of persecuted Jews,

We cun culy thank the Almighty for this. Yet we mugt also
recognize that for every Catholic wino came to the ald and
assistance o Jews, there wers hundreds of othsrs - also loyal
Church menbers - who were at Lest indifferent to the fate of the
Jewish comnunity, end who failod to resist or eondemn antl-Jewish
utterances and atrocities, particulerly durlng the time of the
Nezi eras #any Jewe are convinced that the failure of the great
majority of Europecn Cathollic Church leaders to speak out frankly
and publicly agalnst antl~Semitism entalled suffering Ifor Jows

on many cccasions and in many places. Therefore, in order for

the Church %o more fully and ellactively dissenminats to its



=lje

Taeithful throughout the world its abhorrence of enti-Semitism,

we respectfiully propose the following:

l, Vo request that a permanent high level commission
be estatlished at the Vatlcan for the purpose
of oliminating progudice and ol watching over
Christian~-Jowish rclations everywhere,

2e VWe Iurither requost thait at every diocesze a similar
comiulssion te established to further the demands

of justlce and leoves

sy ve say in conclusion that we are certain that positive

£
i
<k

-

actlon asbout these points n an Feumenleal Declaratioa would

-

mark a revolutionary step of the Alghest slgnlflcance, We ar
of cowrse, respectfully awarc ¢f the far-reaching implications

and the complexity ol the issues involved in the proposals

F )

wWvanc6d in this memorandum. It is our faliih in the negnificant
blossiigs wideh the spirit of Cod testows upon those who are
dedicated to Him, Lhat gives us the courage to pray; that in

-1

this greve hour of hlstory His chiléren may be granted the
b

vwisdom wi€ the power by which obstaclas can be overcoms.



